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That Religzon that perſecutes a Righteous | 
People 4 their Conſcience towards God, + 
not worthyto be joyned to, but tobe had | 


Evil one, and of affinity with Cain, and the perſecuting Phariſees, 
Cain was the firſt of that Race that ſlew his Brother about Hagen: 
and wherefore ſlew he him ? even becauſe his own works were evil, and 
his Brothers righteows, ſaith the Scripture, 1 Job. 3. 12.” And even ſo 1t 18 
now ; The perſecuting ſpirit ſeeks to ſlay a People more righteous than it 
ſelf,  Soit Faach been, ſo it is, and ſo it will be, as long as that ſpurit is Pate 
mirted toa& irs part : and when it hath done, it muſt be turned out with irs 

firſt father Caiv, and be a vagabond from-the Lord, and fromthe off-ſpring 

- of his People. Therefore conlidgr aud Fear, all ye. that are gai (6. 
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bz Its Pedigree or Race is thereby made manifeſt to de of the 
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The Phariſees, they gave VR, themſelves to the ſame ſpirit, under a 
pretence of Zeal and Holineſs, as if by perſecuting they would" root out 
abominable Do&rines -and Herefies contrary to Godlineſs, and contrary to 
eſtabliſhed Traditions, delivered them of God, and his holy Prophets : Bur 
thzy perceived not in themſelKs that rotten root of enmity from whence this 
ſpiric ſprang, and was influenced and ſtirred up: And thezefore inſjead of 
r60ting out hat they would have rooted out, they rooted outthemfelyes, 
out of the Inheritance of God, and cut off their Names from being the 
Diſciples of Chriſt, And as it was With them, ſo will it be with all chae 
follow them, in the ſame ſpirit of Perſecution : And a ſhort time will hence- 
forth manifeſt it, The Phariſees thought to preſerve themſelves by root- 
| ing out and ſuppreſſing others, but the Wiſdom of God turned it quite 
;. otherwiſgs They ſaid, If we let them-alone, all men will believe on-this 
{ man, and joyn to him, and the Romans will come and take away ous place 
 JandNation : therefore they rhought Perſermtron was the way to prevent 
| that, But mark the Counſel and Wiſdom of God : That way which they 
took to prevent their rwine and ſcattering, Even ,that thing provoked the 
Lord to ſend the Romans to take away their place and Nation. And fo that 
| Which theyfeared came upot them, becauſe they would not ſuffer the in- 
nocent Seed, nor. imbrace jt: as the off-{pring of God, And theſe things 
were gggitt?n for examples to them that come after them ;' that they may 
| wiſe by others fails; and may learn to kiſs the Son, and his little ones, leſt 

he be angry, and they periſh out of the way, when his wrath is but a little 


, MW. - Pſal. 2. phe'ts | 
| . 2, Confider that this Spirit that perſecutes, be it in whom it will, it's 
butof che fleſh, not of the Spirit of the Lord : for ſo the Sciipture witneſ- 
| Gal.4.29. But as it was then, he that was born after the fleſh perſecuted 
mthe was born after the Spirit, even ſoit w now. But, (mark the event! ) 
a1thtbe Scriptmre ? ( that whereof one tittle ſhall not fail till all be 
| fulfilled”) Caft ont the Bond-woman and ber ſon, (that is, he that is born after 
| th: fleſh and perſecutes ) for ths ſon of the Bond-wonsan ſhill not be heir with 
the ſon of the Free-woman, Mark | The portion of this Spirit that per- 
jm, to be caſt out; it ſhall not be Heir with Chriſt in his King- 


3. Again, The Root of this Perſecuting ſpirit is in that evil one which 
is called Apollyer, not in the ſaving Spitit which hath its name FE SMS, 
Apolljon,is roam tee (KRev.y.11.) the Spitit hath given that name 'to that 
na as he hath £ 


; given the name Saviowr or Feſas to the contrary nature. 
 _ Thou call his name FESKS, for he ſhall ſave, &c. And: ſaith he, The 

Son of man is apt come to deſtroy mens lives, but ts ſave. Therefore the De- 
—_ can £89 no place in him, he hath no rogt nor foundation there ; 
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the Perſecutors Root, from whence be i is in Apoll h 
> n2s, is in t Til 
that is contrary to Feſms, and ſhall go into 1 Perdition. TEIN >: _ 
4. The Perſecutors of the Innocent for Conſcience-ſake, have not the 
knowledge of God and of Chriſt, "Fob, 16, 3, Thoſe things will they do wnts 
you, becauſe they kyow net the Father nor ms, The reaſon why men perſes 
cute, is, becauſe ey are 1gnorant of God, And their Perſecution of 6 
is a manifeſt demon(tration of their ignorance of God, H: that knows all 
mens hearts, and comprehends all their knowledge, hath ſpoken ic; A 
ptate or talk of God and his Attributes, he accounts not the knowledge of 
God : for ſo, many Perſecutors can talk largely enough, But he that knows 
the Father and the Son, is by that knowledge ( according to the meaſure of 
it) ſunk into the Nature of him known ; and his Image renewing there- 
by, will appear in that perſon that knows him. Por the knowledge of God | 
is not a'dead fruitleſs knowledge ; but it's Life eternal, and raiſes up life | 
in man, that he begins to live in the Image of God, whom now he begins 
to ſee and know. As he ſees God, who is Light, ſo he begins to walk in 
the Light, and b:comes a Child of Light, not of darkneſs : As he ſees 
God, who is Love, and feels him ſoy. ſo he receives the Image of his Na- 
tute by Impreſſion upon his ſpiric, from that Spirit of God that gives the 
knowledge of God;and ſo he begins to live in that Nature alſo: and now be« 
ing come to the feeling of the true Love, and beginning to ſpring up in that 
(wb indeed is the true knowledge of God who is Love) he will nets do no 
arm-to his Neighbour : Perſecution now ceaſeth in him, being ſlain from |; 
the right ground, even from his knowing & feeling what God is : Bur while 
this perſecuring ſpirit remains in any unſlain and unſubdued, irs ari evident * 
| 
| 


1 
| 


token that they are not yet come to the true Knowledge of God, and of 
Chriſt, how big ly ſoever they account of themſelves, or are accounted of 
by others, for Chriſtianity ; he that denies this, muſt oppoſe the Words of 
te Son of God, who came to ſet Truth in the Earth » and wo will be to 
him that is found in the gainſzying of the Truth that he witneſſed from the 
Father, So then, all Perſecurors being deſtitute of the Knowledge of the 
Father and the Son, what Religion can theyſet up, our a perſecuting Keli- 
gion, which hath not the Knowledge of God and of Chriftiwir ? 

Therefore let all that joyn them(clves to Per ſecutors, confider to whom 
they. joyn themſelves ; It's not to God, but to his enemies, that know Him - | 
not, nor his Children, though they think they do God” ſervice in 
ting. = | 

, Again, Perſecutors do not ſtand in wholſome counſel, as among men. 
amalielwill riſe up in Judgement againſt them ; He was a wiſe Counſel- 
vr ; and he gave this counſel bop peek eh wel men alone oN Rn ; 
| wen, it will cone ro nouyht; "But if it be of G cannee vveribrow it ; and 
4A brave, gh; of wy —_ ” y | 
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(4) 
| beſides this, /ef perkeps pe be found fighters againſt Ged. Mark! here's a 
' Fruitlefs work, and a dangerous work : fruitleſs in that they cannot over- 
throw it : and dangerous in that they run a hazzard of fighting againſt 
God, while they ſeek to overthrow. So much Gamalie! could warn them 
of, But mark what was ſaid to Sax/, and you will ſee further, that Peyſe- 
eution of the Innocent is beyond all Perhaps, and is poſhively a fighting 
sgainſt God, and no leſs than the perſecuting of Chriſt himſelf ; Saul, 
Saul, why perſecuteſt thown me ; You ſee Sau! was fighting againſt God, and 
wiſt it not. Therefore be warned, all ye that peiſecute the /znocent for their 
Conſcience toward God, 
| 6. Perſecutors and Rooters ont even of the Tares, ſtand in dire& oppo. 
fition and defiance to the Command of Chriſt ; for he hath ſaid, Let alone, 
This very Queſtion of Rooting owt, is plainly and punctually propounded, 
and reſolved by him under the Parable of the Tares, Mat.13.28,29, Shall 
we gather out the T ares, ſay the Servants ? No, ſaith Chriſt, Let alone : And 
he hath given the Reaſon alſo, ſufficient to ſatishe any rational man ; Left ye 
pluck up therewn th Wheat : Rather than any Wheat be pluckt up,he will have 
the Tares to grow With it, until the Harveſt, And h: hath told us, whoſe 
office that ſhall be to gather out the Tares, and when, verſ. 49,41. What 
can be more punctual ? 

Therefore none can attempt that work without open preſumption and 
defiance to his Command : The Son of Man, who is the ſower of the good 
| Seed, knew that the Tares could not be gathered out without danger to the 
2ood Seed; therefore he hath not permitted it to bz done,for the good Seeds 
lake, Now this is the beſt prerence that Perſecutors can have for them- 
ſelves, —_— To purge the Church from the Tares that would infeſt the 
Wheat : But Chriſt himſelf hath my them of this (hzlcer ; and hath put 
a bar to this work, for the good Seeds ſake : and indeed it is the good Sged 
commonly that Perſecutors fall upon : Tares are but a pretence, and that a 
zotten one too, ſeeing Chriſt hath forbidden that. Now, it they fall upon 
that which the Son of Man, the Seeds-man, hath ſuch care of, conſider how 
acceptable will this be to Him that hath ſo expreſſed his care of the Wheat : 
will not” his Anger be kindled ? Yes ſurely ; for if his Anger may be ex- 
peed for not kiſſing the Son, Pſal,2, much more for going about to kill 
the Son, and to deftroy Him. . | 

The former Powers were told the danger of theſe things, bur they nor 
regarding, but falling upon this Stone, have daſhed themlelves to pieces : 
and ſo mult all that follow the ſame eps ; for the Scriptures ſhall be fulfit- 


7. He thu hates his Brother, is a Myrtherer ; and no Murtherer hath eter- 
— wal Life abiding inbimn, x John 3.15, Here is the heighth of wickedneſs, 


— 


trons wn ern re a — 


—_y ———_— <__—_— —— — EE ad m—_— GT 


) 
that which God will not ſuffer to CS aku namely, Marther : He 
that hates his Brother Rands in it ; he Rands a Murtherer before the Lord ; | 
and is ſo pronounced here by his Servant : for the root of Murther is alive 
in him in hating his Brother, If the Perſecutor of the Righteous ſay, he 
loves hisBrother whom he perſecutes,he is alſo « Lyar as well as a Murther- 
er; For, Love doth no ill to bis Neightaur, but teaches to ds to hins,as we would 
| i ſhould be done to w, And theretore our Lord and Maſter, Chriſt Jeſus, the 
innocent Lamb of God, and our Leader, charg:d home theſe two things 
upon the Phariſees, his Perſecutors, who fought his d-truction, and told 
them,Te are of your Father the Devil, and the luſts of your Father ye are willin 
todo: He was a Murtherer from the beginning,and ſtood not in the Trath, becauſe 
there is no truth in him : When he ſpraketh a le, be ſpeaketh of his own ; for be 
u ailyar, and the Father thereof, 

Conkder therefore all ye that perſecute the [mnocent, and would cover it 
With a lye, as the Phariſees would have done, who went before you in that 
nattire ; I ſay, let it enter into your hearts, to take notice how you land be- 
fore the Lord, that you are already pronounced Murtherers in hating your 
Brother ; and fear the powerful hand of the Lord, and repent of the thoughts 
of your hearts againlt the /nnocent ; For be that towcheth an innocent perſon, 
rowcheth the Apple of God's Eye: Let your hatred be turned into Love,and im- 
beage the Son 1n his Servants that fear Him, leſt his Anger be kindled again(t” 
you, and ye periſh out of his way, as others have done. 

$8. This 1s the great CharaRter of the great Whore, namely to deſtroy and 
drink the Blood of the Servants of the Lord : In ber FounSBlook, &c. And 
therefore the nearer that any come to this, the more they partake with the 
eat Whore in her Sins ; andthe more they ſhall partake with her ia her 
lagues. 

=o Perſecutors of the Innocent for Conſcience ſake, are uſurpers of God's 
Threne and Prerogative ; for God requireth that the Conſcience be ſub» 
| jected unto Him ; and he hath not given that Prerogative 10 any man of 
men upon Earth, to have the Conſciences of men ſubjeRed to Ho ſing- 
ly, but only wherein his Authority binds them : and in matter of Worſhip, 

it's plain that his Authority hath ſet free all men from the Traditions of 
men, In vain therefore is that worſhip that hath no better a foundation than 
man's commanding of it, 1x vain, ſaith Chriſt ( ufing the words of abs 
Prophet ) do ye worſhip me, teaching for Dottrines the Precepts of men. 
Therefore in this point our Liberty by Chrilt is proclaimed,and we ought 

to ſand faſt init : and he that requiras the contrary, ſtands oppalite to 

Chriſt and his Work ; forceth men to that which Chrilt hath proclaimed to 

be vain worſhip; and alſo is an uſurpex of God's Pregagannn, ſeeking to | 

have the Conſciences of men ſubjected unto him ; And all ſuch uſt | 
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(6) | 
| of God's Throne and Prerogative, I God will not give his Glo- 


' ry to another ; but he will afluredly throw them out of his Throne, as a ſtone 
out of a ſling ; and He will redeem the Conſciences of his People out of 
the hands of all ſuch ; for theſe are redeeming times ; and the ime draws 
on that the holy Apoltles of the Lamb long ago had an eye after groaning 
in themſelves, and waiting for the A@ption, to wit, the Redemption of 
our Body : And there is ſomething of this ſecretly ſtamped upon the hearts 
of men; even to look after betrer things, a better Kingdom, berrer times, 
though they put this far off from them(lelves in the particular ; for that no- 
ble ſpark of God in man, though it be imbondaged itſelf in man, yet hath 
in it a groaning after liberty, yea, after the liberty of the Sons of God, There 
hath been a time, and that a long time, granted to the Man of Sin, the Son of 
Perdition, to fit in the Temple of God, over the Throne of God, for the pu- 
niſhing of all them that love unrighteouſneſs ; and ſtrong deluſions bave 
been ſent upon them to enſlave their Conſciences ( their moſt noble part ) 
unto men, becauſe they loved not the Truth, but had pleaſure in unrighte- 
ouſneſs ; and ſo Antichriſts kingdom is full of ſlaves : but that time is 
wearing out, and pafling over ; and God will turn his hand againſt that 
proud Spirit that durſt uſurp his Throne, and Prerogative'over mens Con- 
ſciences, in impoſing the matters of his Worſhip upon'them, withour his 
command, after their own inventions and traditions, for the fulfilling 
their own luſts, and-earthly ends, and advantages. When the King of Aſ- 
ſyria had done you's ſcourging work "upon lirael, then che Loxd cakes no- 
rice of the prouThearc of « _ Aſyria in that work, and calls him 
toan account for helping forward the affliction, though upon a people that 
had tranſgreſſed : how much more will he do it for a people that ſubje&rheir 
Conſciences in his Worſhip and Service fingly to him, and walk inoffenſfive» 
ly and harmleſly among men in their generation ? | 
The A of Chriſt Jeſus, they durſt not chatlenge power over mens 
Faith and Conſcience, in impoſing upon them what the Spirit commanded 
not ; Which thing of right had belonged to them, if to any,the Conſcience 
and Faith being that which their work was exerciſed about, Therefore for 
them to look for ir, whoſe work 18 to regulate the civil life of men, and to 
bext the Sword for Tranſgreſſvrs, to keep them in peace, that they may not 
deftroy one another, not the Righreous, - this ts an uturpation Whictrthe Apo- 
{Yes durftnot challenge ro themſelves. 
280, Again, Perſecution argues a want of Truth on that part that perſe- 
cutes : For wherefore do they fly to carnal weapons (ſuch as the Apoſtles 
wiever fed to ſubdue errour with ) and lay afide ſpiritusl Weapons, fuch as 
the Apot|es djdſe,and appointed to be uſed,for the topping of the mouths 
eatafayers ? Fs ir nor becauſe. they diſtruſt their own weapons, or fille 
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(2) 
_ themſelves foiled, and not ſufficiently defended by them, and therefore fl 
ro-Clubs, and Stocks, 'and Priſons, and Fines, and Traps, and Snares, 
ſach like carnal weapons, for help ? and fo iriſtead. of laying their ſpiritual 
weapon to the Conſcience, they uſe carnal weapons againft the body and 
life, and outward being of people, and diſturb and diſquiet their outward 
life, 


4 


11, Therefore, laſtly, conſider the end of Peirſecutors : They put the 


Innocent tg trouble, therefore it & 4T1ighteons thing with God to render tribu- 
lation to them again. God is pleaſed, now and hen to give manifeſt ex- 
amples of his Juſtice upon perſons that wrong and harm others ; to let 
the Earth ſee, that there is a Revenger of Wrongy, that takes notice : and 
this he deth often for one wicked man againſt another : how much more 
then will he avenge the Cauſe of the Innocent, whom the World hath- no- 
thing againſt { becauſe-their lives are honeſt and undlameable ) but onely 
create Accuſations and Traps againſt them in the matters of their God ? 
as Nebachadnezzars Princes and Counſellors did againit Danie/, I tell you 
he will avenge them ſpeedily, ſaith Chrift Jeſus. Shall they ſubje& their 
Conſciences to God alone, to be guided and direted by him, and ſhall 
they be enſnared and trapped by men for ſo doing, and will not God a 
them? Yes ſurely, Their Judgment ſlumbers not, who ſhall fo abuſe 
Heritagg of God, and uſurp his Throne, to fit upon the Conſciences of his 
Servants. For conſider, if it ſhall be imputed as ſo great a crime againſt 
menz”"'# was nakgd, and ye cloathed me not ; I was hungry, and ye fed me not ; 
4 firanger, and ye took me n#t in}; ſick, and in Priſon, EF euteting wot : If 
that will be accounted ſo great a crime ; what will be ſaid then to them that 
rob them of their Apparrel, meat, drink, health, liberty > of whom it may 
be ſaid, I had meat for my ſelf and Family, but you took it out of their 
mouthes ; I had apparrel, but you robbed me of it ; I had a habitation, but 
you caſt me out of it; I had health and liberty, but you caſt me intoPri- 
ſons and holes, and robbed me of both: for in 44 much 44 ye did it to one of 
the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye did it wnto me, If the other ſhall be taken 
notice of that did not help in time of need, what ſhall be ſaid to theſe, who 
did ſuch injuries and wrongs to the leaſt of the Servants of the Lord 1 It 
is worthy of your moſt ſerious thoughts to ponder it, all ye that would be 
rooting out, Who have not minded the Premonition of oux Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ro the contrary. 


Theſe things are written in love to the Righteous, who ſuffer Perſecuti- 
on ;"and in love to the Unrighteous who do perſecute, that ( if the Lord 
pleaſe to give you an ear) you may be kept from that great and deſolati 

ineſs, which often immediately fozeruns a Peophkes 
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was.the- topping up of /ſraels fins when they were led captive into Babjlex. 
Ic was the ——_ up. of che fins of the Jews alſo, when ilwic Nation Was 
left unto them deſolate, after the dayes of Chriſt; It almoſt ruined: the 
Papiſts in England, even their Perſecution in the dayes of Queen b 
And whether it was not the ground of the late long Wars in England, let 
wiſe men conſider : As alſo, whether it was not the deſolating of that Peo.. 
ple that-had been made ſucceſsful inthe Wars, by the- immediate hand 
and ſtrength of God, beyond their own prudence and viſible power many 
times, as moſt parties have acknowledged. And now, if it be: kept on 
foot ill, whether it may not preſage Ruine and Deſolation to them that 
continue therein ? 
- Andit is to be minded. by all, That No Law of man, or other pretence, 
will excuſe any man. in this matter. He that partakes in Babylons firs, 
(whereof this is none of the lea(t) mayexpett to partake of Babylons plagwer, 
And all are guilty, as partakers, from the moſt violent aRor in Perſecution, 
to him. that Rands by and conſents thereto in his heart, - Paw! 
that againſt himſelf, that he ſtood by and conſented to the death of Stephen, 
To be angry with out Brother without a cauſe, Chriſt brings within the 
Law of ' Murder ; how much more to. perſecute him without a cauſe will 
make one guilty ? y 11:4 

Let theſe things be weighed in all yau that have any regard of God or 
man in your hearts, and let all bitternels and wrath and hatred be repented 
+ of, and be caſt out ; and let the Love of God ariſe in your hearts towards 
one another, to preſerve the outward life of one another, as God doth yours, 
leſt the meaſure ye mete to others be meaſured to you again, 
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